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My fourth interview was with Patty Newton, a lecturer at the University of Texas at 

Arlington and independent filmmaker for Floppy Ears Media, LLC. During the interview, I 

learned a lot more not only about the film industry, but also the television industry. This opened 

my eyes of how big the entire industry is and how the skills I learned this year from film 

production could be used for television, music videos, advertisements, and other forms of 

entertainment. 

One of the first things we talked about was how Ms. Newton got to where she is today. 

She told me how when she went to college and immediately built a relationship with her 

professor, which resulted in an internship with people she would continue to periodically work 

with on films throughout her career even after her internship was over. She eventually used 

these connections to help her get a job in Georgia and California, where she worked for NBC 

and produced pilots and episodes for a variety of shows and movies. This struck me as a great 

example of networking because the connections she created with her professors and 

colleagues in her internship that ultimately resulted in her success and many jobs. One great 
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piece of advice she gave me was meet as many as possible. Even if they have a small job in 

the area, they could have really good contacts that are beneficial to my career. I noticed that the 

idea of accepting all help and networking with others is a recurring theme within my interviews. 

If I want to further my research in ISM and create connections that I can use to further myself for 

college and career, I need to communicate with more of the contacts on my contacts, attend 

more interviews, and more opportunities available that will advance my knowledge of the study. 

Another lesson I got from my interview was being open to learn new advancements, 

software, and technology. More times than not, the technology students learn in high school is 

not the technology used in college and at companies. If one wants to be successful, they need 

to be able to accept direction and be adaptable. After listening to this, I started switching off 

between two different versions of the editing software Final Cut Pro  in order to get a feel of 

what it is like to edit in a sort of “old school” version and a more “modern” version. I also began 

learning about different camera operations and their advantages. I hope to continue this 

technique throughout the rest of this year when I learn from the newest software available, 

Adobe Premiere Pro. Not only will this advance my knowledge of technology and editing needed 

in the field, but I think it could help my directing skills by allowing me to see the big picture and 

how it will look on a screen when it comes together. 

The main idea that I got from this interview was that there is always room for 

improvement and it is good to do more than just film. Storytelling is storytelling, no matter if it is 

in another media outlet. This will help me in figuring out what my final product could be. I also 

know that whenever I eventually start meeting with my mentor, I need to make sure to take in as 

much as possible and learn everything there is to know about their job. In the end, hopefully this 

will be beneficial and expand my palate in creating video content. 

 

 


