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Materials: 

● Celtx- free scriptwriting studio website 

● Screenwriting book 

● “Krampus” Script 

Sources: 

Casey, Todd, and Michael Dougherty. “KRAMPUS.” 2 Dec. 2013. 

Ellis, Sherry, and Laurie Lamson. Now Write! Screenwriting: Exercises by Today's Best Writers 

and Teachers . New York, Jeremy P. Tarcher/Penguin, 2010. 

Gilbert, Allison. “Is Underage Drinking Ever OK?” CNN , Cable News Network, 10 Oct. 2016, 

www.cnn.com/2012/09/02/living/labor-day-underage-drinking/. 

Newsweek Staff. “Living Without My Legs.” Newsweek , 13 Mar. 2010, 

www.newsweek.com/living-without-my-legs-95211. 

“13-Year-Old's Drunk Driving Arrest Caught on Camera.” NBCNews.com , NBCUniversal News 

Group, 12 Aug. 2016, 

www.nbcnews.com/video/13-year-old-s-drunk-driving-arrest-caught-on-camera-7432627

87519. 
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“Drunk Driving and Teens.” NBCNews.com , NBCUniversal News Group, 16 June 2015, 

www.nbcnews.com/dateline/video/drunk-driving-and-teens-465655875879. 

“Life With Paralysis | The Big Idea.” The Big Idea: Christopher &Amp; Dana Reeve Foundation , 

www.reevebigidea.org/life-with-paralysis. 

 

Objective: 

According to Bloom’s Taxonomy, there are six levels of learning. These include 

knowledge, comprehension, application, analysis, synthesis, evaluation. In the Frisco ISD 

Independent Study and Mentorship program, it is expected of ISM students to go beyond and 

create to prove the depth of their understanding. The main purpose of my original work was to 

gain a deeper insight of the film and video industry. In order to accomplish this, I decided to 

conduct many of the pre-production phases for a short film that many filmmakers do when 

making a movie. In my case, this includes writing a screenplay, compiling a shot list, and 

creating a breakdown, or in-depth background analysis, of each character in the short film I will 

hopefully be able to produce in the future. 

 

Description of Process: 

Originally, my first proposal for my original work was working with clients in a video 

production service. While the idea itself is very ambitious, I quickly realized that clients in the 

community (friends, neighbors, family) did not need any custom video content for their 

businesses or events. In actuality, the requests I received were for photo and video montages of 

their vacations and experiences. Over the winter break, I decided that in order to really have the 

experience of someone in the film and video production industry, I had to go through the steps 

myself. After talking with family and looking back on the research I had previously done, I 
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figured I could succeed in my original work by going through the beginning stages of developing 

a film of my creation from beginning to end. 

Like all stories, they stem from an idea. For the developing of a screenplay for my film, I 

first had to research current events, trends, and popular topics in the community and world. This 

involved watching various news sources such as CNN, NBC, and WFAA, looking at social 

media such as Twitter to see trending topics, and also looking at various school broadcasts to 

see the topics they are covering. On all of these media sources, one commonality I noticed was 

that a big issue they all cover is drinking and driving, specifically for teenagers. This issue fit with 

the age group I wanted to originally target, but also it was a topic that reached everyone in 

society. While I wanted to make a film that revolved around this issue, I did not want it to be the 

stereotypical film that usually covers this subject: a documentary or a film on how drinking and 

driving ruins lives. The main idea I eventually came up with centered around the question, what 

if you were in a drinking and driving related accident, but your loved one did not survive? What 

long term effects could that have on someone, and would they ever be able to find solace in 

being the sole survivor? From there on the idea grew into a story of one having to deal with the 

aftermath of tragedy and finding forgiveness not only from those around him or her, but from 

himself or herself also. This idea from extremely different from what I have done in the past. 

Usually my screenplays have been comical, satirical, and quirky. This time I wanted to see if I 

could do dramatic work that played with the heartstrings of the audience on an issue close to 

home. 

Once I had figured out the main themes and ideas within my film, I then began extensive 

research for the storyline. According to the storyline I had developed, the main character had 

been paralyzed from the legs down as a result of the car crash. In order to compose a script that 

portrayed its realness and accuracy, I researched what it is like living with paralysis. In the 



 
Goodman 4 

webpage, “Life With Paralysis” from The Big Idea: Christopher and Dana Reeve Foundation, I 

found out the severity paralysis can affect health. Aside from the immobility aspect, it can lead 

to muscle deterioration, loss of ability to control bladder, and other complications. The article, 

“Living Without My Legs”, on Newsweek also gave me a peek inside the lifestyle of people who 

are paraplegic. I learned that many paraplegics learn to navigate around obstacles and how 

important it is to focus on the positive aspects of life. Both of these articles really helped me 

develop the main character of my story and some plot points, so the audience can see the 

struggle she went through.  

 I then began composing an outline of my film, meaning constructing a summary of a few 

sentences for each scene. Because I am not exactly an expert in screenwriting, throughout the 

process of screenwriting the script and outline, I referred to my book, “Now Write! Screenwriting: 

Exercises by Today's Best Writers and Teachers”  for guidance. Specifically for the outline, I 

practiced Michael Ajakwe, Jr.’s exercise when writing an outline, which turned out to be 

successful in my case. Writing the screenplay meant referring to many other screenplays to see 

if I was correctly formatting the script, including Todd Casey and Michael Dougherty's 

screenplay for the blockbuster movie, “Krampus”, which I had obtained previously from an 

acting audition.  From there on, I drafted the screenplay over a course of many days until I had 

finished the first draft of the script.  

In addition to the screenplay, I created a shot list to coincide with the story. As I was 

writing the screenplay, I began to envision what it would look like on screen. This gave me the 

idea to plot out the shots and angles of each scene. I had to look back on other short films I had 

created and short films made by peers to get a sense of which types of camera angles and 

shots would work. Ultimately, this resulted in scenes have multiple shots and angles utilized, 
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and a few scenes only having a couple of shots and angles. This really helped me develop my 

artistry as camerawork helps build my personal artistic vision. 

Finally, I began composing the character breakdowns for my short film. Character 

breakdowns refer to the pre-production phase of casting. When a casting call is put out to actors 

and agencies, actors try out for roles by either attending an in-person audition, or by sending in 

an audition tape. For either case, actors are presented with “sides”, meaning a few scenes from 

the short film, to memorize and perform. Along with sides, actors are presented with character 

breakdowns, or background analysis, of the characters, so they can really delve into the 

character and their story. This process is an extremely important one, as casting can make or 

break a film. It goes to show that filmmaking is a very well-thought out process that cannot be 

rushed.  

 

Utilization of Higher-Level Thinking Skills: 

I utilized the synthesis method in combining my previous knowledge of pre-production of 

films with my experience of scriptwriting. The combination of these two helped me to construct a 

script that was the correct format and dealt with the overarching idea that the script, shot list, 

and character breakdowns were all apart of the process of creating a short film from beginning 

to end. I also had to evaluate which pre-production phases were doable and essential to the 

production of a film. While there are many steps of pre-production, some steps are impossible to 

do without a full crew. I had to prioritize which ones would be the most significant in developing 

the storyline of the film and plan for recording it. Lastly, I had to analyze which subject area 

would best reach my target audience. By defining my target audience as teens and young 

adults between the ages of 13 to 21, I was able to find a topic that was of relevance to 

present-day. 
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Conclusions: 

This entire experience gave me a reality-check on the responsibilities of tasks for 

screenwriters, casting directors, and cinematographers. These important positions all have to 

work in harmony to tell a story. Overall, it gave me a sense of appreciation and awareness of 

the hard work these people do. They do not get as much credit as the talent, yet they create a 

story from scratch to be handed off to other directors and actors. It taught me that filmmakers 

need to be well aware of the subject area as well as their normal duties. If they are not experts 

in the topic they want to cover, then they need to hire experts in those fields. Another conclusion 

I have drawn is that some subject areas attract certain audiences. If one wants to target a 

specific group of viewers, they need to design a plot that is of pertinence to the age group. All in 

all, it proved the fact that films must be planned out from just an idea to publicity of the film in 

post-production.  

 

Application: 

The knowledge I have gained from my original work will be applied to the creation of a 

final product. I want to create a film from beginning to end, and hopefully I can continue my work 

by actually producing the film off of the plan I have made. Of course, this will involve the 

guidance of my mentor. My mentor and I have previously spoke, and he promised to further my 

knowledge of production by teaching me how to editing my screenplay and budget my film. 

From there on, I want to put out a casting call that includes my character breakdowns, and 

actually create the film I have set up. If this is not possible, I plan on applying this knowledge in 

another medium by comprising a final product that involves storytelling. My final product will 

embody both my passion for my work and comprehension for this industry. 
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Pictures: 

Full draft of 14-page script laid out side by side. 

Research Sources: 166-page “Krampus” Screenplay and  “Now Write! Screenwriting: Exercises 

by Today's Best Writers and Teachers”   book 
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Research Source: Michael Ajakwe Jr.’s Outline Exercise 

 

Research Source: Page 3 out of 166 of 

“Krampus” Script. Annotations and Notes 

of format of script are made.  

- Comical images of Christmas 

shoppers portray dark humor. It is both 

funny and disturbing.  

- Some types of shots such as 

“EXTREME SLOW MOTION” are typed 

out. Other shots are not typed out, most 

likely because they are Eyesight level 

shots of the images.  

- Format: Although it is the same 

scene, different shots are separated by 

paragraph. 


