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One of my interviews took place with Fritz Kiersch, a well-known film director, writer, and 

producer. This took place at the All-American High School Film Festival in New York City when 

he was a part of a panel and later spoke to me one-on-one. Although, this year my emphasis in 

Independent Study and Mentorship is television, film and television share many similar aspects 

and Kiersch has also had experience working in TV. This is very much some of the things I 

aspire to be; while I know I want to direct and write to produce content and a creative vision of 

my own, I do want to switch between film and television. Speaking with him allowed me to 

compare and contrast these two different areas of media. Also, I gained very valuable 

knowledge learning how to tell a story. 

Overall, the most valuable thing I learned from Kiersch was how to capture an audience. 

Kiersch spoke about reception theory, aka making content based on your chosen audience. 

Think in terms of distribution and marketing yourself. Even though previously it has all been 

about creating a work that would later attract an audience, nowadays storytellers have to think 
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ahead with a specific vision that will attract an audience. Although it does make the industry 

seem disingenuous -- which is what I first thought -- I can see the reasoning behind the 

condition. Before streaming services, the internet, and many social media outlets the Hollywood 

industry was a lot less competitive being that there were only four major studios. Now, other 

studio networks, alongside services such as Netflix and Hulu, are all trying to pull from the same 

demographic audience at the same time which their shows are on. Of course, one of the most 

basic storytelling elements to get a viewer to keep watching is the hook, which now consists of a 

television show or film have the first thirty seconds dropping a major bomb so shocking that 

people have to keep watching.The most modern technique to do this is begin with the climax. I 

found this surprising because at first glance it seems unpractical -- why would you start with the 

highest point, the zenith? Wouldn’t that just give the story away and take away all the 

fascination? However, I seemed to be wrong as it turns out that there are multiple ways to make 

this work. One way is to allow the story to be told in time jumps, shifting in various moments in 

time among the past, present, or even future. This is ploy used in many shows I currently watch, 

so it was interesting to know that this was an actual method. Another way is to explore the 

consequences of the climax. There could still be a backstory included, yet mostly the show 

focuses on the both physical and psychological effects the climax has on the characters and 

their surrounding environment. Creating a film or tv show shouldn’t be all fast-paced action. 

Storytellers have to dig deeper and bring the skeletons out of the closet to make the narrative as 

authentic as possible. 

Another major point he made was creating a “cultural spectacle”. He notably used the 

movie Flashdance as an example as that movie changed the popular culture of the 80s and 

influenced trends to come. I came up with a present-day example of 13 Reasons Why, as the 

show made waves into a discussion of teen depression, suicide, and sexual assault. Despite 
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that I understood the concept he was talking about, I still didn’t know exactly how to create this 

phenomenon for my work. When I asked him this question, his answer was somewhat a little 

vague. If I want to influence my culture there are many factors to consider, trends in fashion, 

news events, and aesthetics. It’s surprising how the coloration of a work makes it get noticed. A 

television show that brings up social and political issues automatically starts a conversation 

since that is what the content is about. No matter how it impacts daily life, most importantly the 

people behind these stories need to stick to their morals. 

All in all, my chat with Fritz Kiersch was very informative and helpful to me. He was able 

to explain complex questions I was asking myself and overall helped me understand the 

importance of the media not just being a form of art, but also as tool to express life. There are 

so many meaningful ways that stories can be told from and this evolves along with the 

storytelling techniques themselves. As I focus on future works, his points will definitely influence 

me as I continue to create product not only visually appealing, but also significant to society and 

the understanding of our world. 


