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Assessment: 

I know I said this during the last assessment, but a lot has happened since my last 

progress assessment, and I  am starting to finally see the finish line on my final product. My 

pitch book is almost done, the first draft of my thirty-five page screenplay is done, I have been 

studying a lot of television shows and film since, and it is all coming together for an overall great 

presentation. Surprisingly, I’ve also been following along my calendar to a tee, so I do not feel 

under any pressure at all.  However, I will try to keep this assessment as concise as possible to 

reveal too much of my final product. 

Going chronologically in how I listed it earlier (see above), my pitch book -- a key 

component to my final presentation -- is almost ready to go. Taking some of the art deco and 

movie noir influences to create a poster, I sketch about five logos and in turn transformed them 

into two complete designs. One design is a star on the Hollywood Walk Of Fame, and the other 
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is of silhouettes of actors waiting for an audition. Of course, I thought it was perfectly finished 

until I showed it to my mentor. While he loved my ideas, he pointed something out very crucial 

to me. At first glance, will someone understand it? I looked at my designs, and realized that it 

probably would be confusing. When network executives get thousands of pitches a year 

sometimes all they look at is the cover before they decide whether to start reading or not. If I 

want to make it a successful pitch, my designs (not just the words that I thought were more 

important previously) need to convey my story as much as my screenplay would. Obviously, I’m 

not a marketing expert, but it’s fascinating to learn how marketing, television, business, even 

psychology all go hand-in-hand when it comes to getting a TV show on the air. I’m so glad my 

mentor Tom Rubeck, who works with companies all of the time, gave me his professional 

advice. From his notes, I will be actually combining the two logos into one simplified logo. 

Next after a month filled with caffeine-fueled sleepless nights of brainstorming and 

writing, my first draft of my screenplay is done! Never in this world did I think I could write nearly 

forty pages in such a short period, but I can give myself a pat on the back knowing I’ve done it. 

And I’ve learned a few things from it. 1. Always plan ahead. Because of my story bible and pilot 

outline, I was able to combine and use it as a guide when writing my screenplay. Knowing what 

happens next helped me really dial in more of focus into dialogue and movement. 2. Your vision 

may not turn out how you originally attended. While writing, I realized that although my script is 

following the story bible, it may have taken a life of its own resulting in a few changes. One 

change is that before the series was intended to follow one main lead, but now it follows an 

ensemble of six main characters. This ended up to be a good change because I figured that 

different character dynamics would be great for future comical situations. Another change 

(major) was that I changed the personality of one of my characters. In my story bible, I had 

written out one of my characters to be a bit ditzy, however when writing her lines, I decided to 
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make her more of a Tracy Flick-type: smart and ambitious. I love writing smart characters with 

an upper hand on situations and learned the importance of not sticking to stereotypes. Anyone 

can write for a stereotype, but it is the characters who are not that feel the most real. I can 

safely say this changed my screenplay for the better. Fingers crossed for my mentor’s review! 

Finally, my study can’t be complete without actually watching television and films. 

However, now when watching my favorite films and shows, I now watch with a more analytical 

and appreciative eye. On some shows like “The Crown”, I examine act structure and the way 

character perspective are weaved in together. This really helped when I called back to it when 

writing my script. I also have a favorited screenplay and list and everyday I go on online 

magazines for inspiration. This year I have rediscovered my love for this industry that deeply 

inspires me. For a while, admittedly I was unsure I would succeed, but now I know that no 

matter what this is what I love and who I am. I crave watching films, I read scripts before I go to 

sleep, and I constantly brainstorm despite that most are bad ideas. Nevertheless, it is no matter 

my final product has me excited for the future and I can’t wait until I give that final bow at the 

end of May. 


