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Date: March 27, 2017 

 

Objective: 

For my final product, I decided to utilize all my research and practice of my film and 

video production skills learned throughout the year to create an original film of my own. This 

original film will be a documentary that spotlights the existence of homeless youth in suburban 

towns, an important issue currently in the community. I will be interview people who have had 

personal experience with this issue or are knowledgeable of the issue, and weave together a 

story that impacts the audience. This project will be using my skills of pre-production, 

production, and post-production by having the duties of interviewing subjects, scouting 

locations, compiling questions, recording b-roll, and editing it all together into an approximate 

ten minute short film. 

 

Current Progress: 

As of now, I am currently done with mostly all the pre-production aspects of my film. 

These past few weeks have really been about mastering my new equipment, researching my 

subject area, creating questions for my interviewees, and starting to develop some of the 
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premise for the film. I would say that I am mostly on track with my calendar being that I was not 

suppose to start recording footage till the beginning of April.  

Some difficulties I have been facing revolves around adjusting the original calendar to 

the new time constraints. While I am happy mostly with my progress, I am concerned because 

right now I am currently waiting to hear from organizations if I can get interviews from them. I 

want to make sure I have ample time to edit with my goal from the end of April to the end of 

May. This gives me about a month to get my footage and about a month to edit. Of course, the 

film does not exactly need to be finished by final presentation night, but it would be nice to have 

a polished product to finish out the year. 

On the other hand, some strengths I been having is that I am very knowledgeable of my 

subject area. As shown in the product log, I have been researching this topic extensively in 

hopes of portraying the subject accurately and authentically. During my research, I have gained 

a new perspective of the homeless culture and attitude and understand what important 

questions to ask. Another strength I have gained is that I am starting to develop my own artistry 

through this planning. I have been creating an overall look for the film through fonts, colors, 

images, and music that would convey the mood. Also, I have been mastering various visual 

effects, such as animation, to use as an element in the product. These stylistic elements used in 

the film will help define my artistic vision as a director and filmmaker. 

 

Conclusions: 

All in all, I am excited to see so far how my product is shaping up. This approach, while 

lengthy, is very well-thought out and detailed. It also helps that I have an expert opinion coming 

from my mentor. He has been my guide in developing my product from his advice on contacting 
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to locations, feedback on one-sheet and artistic components, and tips of interviewing subjects. I 

cannot wait till I start to get actual footage to start putting this together. 

I now have to begin the actual production part of my film. It has been a challenge so far 

in getting in contact with homeless charities and organizations for interviews because I have to 

deal with confidentiality agreements and people willing to open up about the situation. 

Additionally, there still needs to be time for editing and finalizing. Ultimately my goal right now is 

to have this all done by the final presentation deadline. 
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Product Log 

Date         Hours    Description 

2/6/2017 1 Brainstormed and wrote rough draft of product proposal and calendar. 

2/13/2017 1 Finalized product proposal and calendar and turned it into Mr. Speice. 

 

2/14/2017 2 

I began researching camera equipment with my dad of what would be the best 

quality gear for my price range. While a camera with 4K quality would be ideal, 

those types of cameras cost nearly $3,000 dollars. In the end, I decided to 

order a Canon EOS 80D, a Canon 18mm-135mm lens, RODE Video Microphone 

Pro, and REVO Shoulder Rig. My dad put in the order, so it will hopefully arrive 

at the end of the week or next week so I can learn the technology.  

 

2/22/2017 2 Began brainstorming different ideas for premise and genre of film.  

 

2/27/2017 2 

Brainstormed and research online for more ideas. I picked a subject area and 

genre for my film, which will be a documentary that raises awareness about 

the homeless youth in seemingly affluent communities. 

 

3/1/2017 3.5 

My mentor and I discussed aspects of documentary filmmaking at my one 

hour mentor visit. This includes timeline, contacting potential interviewees, 

finding locations, styling techniques, and music. These aspects all pertain to 

the narrative the film shares and how it builds a story. At night, I began 
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compiling a list of locations to contact about interviews and footage as well as 

began coming up with questions for a variety of potential interviewees. 

 

3/7/2017 1 

Worked more on interview questions and started brainstorming working titles 

for informational one sheet to give to contacts. 

3/13/2017 2 

Worked on informational one sheet to send to locations when contacting for 

interviews. 

3/17/2017 3 

Finished informational one sheet and sent to my mentor for feedback. Later 

that night, I did assessment #20 researching the perspective, attitude, and 

lifestyle of the homeless in order to gain a deeper understanding. 

 

3/20/2017 0.5 Began compiling a list of prospective music. 

3/22/2017 0.5 Contacted all of the listed locations about interviews for my documentary. 

3/23/2017 1 

Visited my mentor today to go over the progress of my final product so far. 

During our meeting, we discussed on how to interview people with certain 

techniques, how to fix my one-sheet, and what to do going forward. 

 

Total Hours So Far: 19.5 
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Documentary Planning Updated Calendar for April to May 2017 

1st Week Of April: 

Start scheduling and filming first interviews 

 

2nd Week of April: 

Continue filming interviews and getting footage 

 

3rd Week of April: 

Continue filming interviews and getting footage 

 

4th Week of April: 

Finish filming and start editing 

 

1st Week of May: 

Editing process of film 

 

2nd Week of May: 

Finish editing process of film 

 

3rd Week of May: 

Polish and finalize film with mentor 
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Documentary Planning Interview Questions 

INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS: 
Can you tell me your name and spell it out? 
What is your age (and grade)? 
What would you say is your title here? 
Where are you originally from? 
Can you tell me about your family? 
 
 
What is homelessness? 
How do teens become homeless? 
Do you and why do you think homelessness is not recognized as a problem in communities? 
What is the impact of homelessness? 
What does the city &/or school district do to help the homeless? 
What type of care and services are available to homeless youth in communities? 
What is something you think people should know about being homeless? Or, what do you think 
misconceptions are?  
Do you think enough is done to help the homeless? Why? 
 
Homeless: 
Can you tell me how you ended up being homeless? 
What's is your daily routine?  
What has the experience been like for you? 
Do you have any friends or family who you see regularly? 
How long have you been in this program/shelter? 
Can you tell me how people treat you when they find out about your situation?  
Do people know about your current living situation? 
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Documentary Planning Possible Music Choices 

 

Final Product Music 

Selections    

Song Duration Artist Found on 

Prelude No 20 0:44 Chris Zabriskie Youtube Audio Library 

Prelude No 17 1:20 Chris Zabriskie Youtube Audio Library 

Love of All 4:28 Twin Musicom Youtube Audio Library 

Gymnopedie No 2 2:38 Kevin MacLeod Youtube Audio Library 

 

Documentary Planning Original Location Contacts 

The Birthday Party Project 
thebirthdaypartyproject.org/ 
4950 Keller Springs Rd #470, Addison, TX 75001 
(972) 290-0908 
hello@thebirthdaypartyproject.org lauren@droesepr.com, natalie@droesepr.com 
 
Boy and Girls Club of Collin County 
bgccc.org/ 
8750 McKinney Rd #100, Frisco, TX 75033 
(214) 387-8405 
 
Frisco Family Services 
friscofamilyservices.org/ 
8780 3rd St, Frisco, TX 75034 
(972) 335-9495 
info@friscofamilyservices.org 
 
Samaritan Inn 
thesamaritaninn.org/ 
1710 N McDonald St, McKinney, TX 75071 
(972) 542-5302 
info@thesamaritaninn.org 

mailto:info@thesamaritaninn.org
mailto:hello@thebirthdaypartyproject.org
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Documentary Planning One Sheet 

Original Sketch: 

 

Draft 1: 
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Draft 2: 
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Draft 3: 
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Draft 4: 

 


