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“Untitled Lauren Goodman Project” 
  

 

 

Welcome to “Kristen Dunn’s.” Acting For Film Studio in Hartford, Connecticut, where stars are literally 

made. It’s the Hunger Games of Hollywood where actors who are hungry for stardom are willing to pull 

out all the stops against their competitors for a coveted role in a film or TV show.  And it’s complicated 

when your competition happens to be also your friends. 

  

The thirst for success starts young. 

 

 

  

Think The Office meets Dance Moms. In this mockumentary style television series, child actors of 
various ages train and learn show business under the tutelage of renowned acting coach Kristen Dunn, 
making fun of reality shows that often use kids as subjects. Through the eyes of children, -- and let’s not 
forget the parents -- we get a fresh perspective of the entertainment world through the careers of actors 
trying to make it big. What may seem like outlandish situations presented in each episode are actually 
inspired on the true stories of both well-known and unknown actors in reality, showcasing the bizarre 
minutiae in the field of acting.  
 
The acting lessons set the theme for each episode as they intertwine with the personal lives and 
relationships of the characters. While the acting lessons are the guide for episodes, they aren’t exactly the 
only focus. Shenanigans, tomfoolery, and silliness are also present in each episode. Episodes take place 
mainly inside acting studio, but some locations may be a character’s house, school, film set, etc. Yet this 
series isn’t necessarily about children trying the become famous actors in showbiz, it is about characters 
who must face tough life lessons in a cynical industry at a young age. 
 
The series contains an ensemble of both children and adults. It is a family-friendly show, having a cast of 
young actor while still having hidden jokes for older audiences. Overall, the show is funny, warm, and of 
course, a whole lot of fun. 
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THE STUDENTS 
(Please Note: These character summaries just focus on the main characters, not necessarily background or 

recurring characters) 
 
Melissa 
Poor Mel. She’s stuck in limbo, an endless cycle of auditions that seem to always fail to deliver the 
perfect outcome. Melissa is currently one of the oldest and first actors at Kristen’s studio, yet has been 
there the longest without a big break. She’s a skilled and talented actor, but somehow seems to come up 
short at the finish line. Being one of Kristen’s aides, it’s bittersweet when another actor she’s helped gets 
a major role. Even her boyfriend is a star of a television show, leaving Mel jealous. Although being left 
behind leaves the door open for new friendships and possible relationships with the other actors. 
 
She’s a teenager, meaning she also has to deal with the woes of high school as well. Unlike many child 
actors, she attends public school and often struggles to balance academia and acting. And with the idea of 
college around the corner, her parents want her to start to think seriously about her choice of career. This 
causes a dilemma for Melissa of whether to take the risk, follow her passion, and maybe reach success, or 
to play it safe. She also has an urge to constantly make her parents happy as throughout her life she has 
been upstaged by her older brothers with their impressive adult professions.  
 
Ultimately, Melissa is like the glue that holds together the group of actors at the studio. She often acts 
motherly towards the younger actors and is seen as a moral compass to her friends. Nevertheless, this can 
cause her to be stepped on and overpowered by peers who are more willing push buttons. Kristen is like a 
mentor to her as they have one of the longer student-teacher relationships. Just like her parents, Melissa 
constantly wants Kristen’s approval, demonstrating her desire for perfection. Despite her quiet presence, 
Melissa is hold her own and try to see the bright side of things. While her faith may be wavering, Melissa 
is patient in waiting her turn for big film role. 
 
 
Susan 
Ugh, to have a name like Susan. Most people call her Suzi. She hates having such a boring name and 
plain name that she strives to stand out in about every other way. She dresses bright, acts dramatically, 
and her personality is bigger than life. And her childhood isn’t exactly average either. With an overly 
involved mother, she modeled and even appeared as an extra in Toddlers and Tiaras. Constantly 
participating in beauty pageants and photoshoots caused her be homeschooled on the road, so her 
education isn’t exactly the highest quality. This has led her to appear often as ditzy and childlike, not 
really knowing normal social conduct in various situations. Yet, she does have great moments of wit and 
brilliance that catches others off guard. 
 
Acting isn’t just some hobby to Suzi, it’s her life. It’s all she has known and has become a part of her 
identity. She may not be the greatest actor, but she is always one to speak her mind. Her quirky behavior 
is what makes her so adorable and likeable. Suzi knows it too because she uses that adorableness to make 
people underestimate her so that way she can crush the competition. Even the smallest can be the most 
mighty. 
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AJ 
Everyone knows someone like AJ. AJ is like a mini-frat boy: preppy, entitled, and probably has never 
really worked a day in his life. He’s smart, but insensitive. Charming, but can come off as smarmy. You 
may know him as the kid from the chicken noodle soup commercials and at first glance you would think 
that the fame has gone to his head. AJ is the type of personality that is a 20 on a 1 to 10 scale. An only 
child, he is the apple of his parents’ eye, getting everything he has wanted, so he doesn’t know what it is 
like to work for something. Moving back to the acting school after a failed pilot season has made him into 
a bit of a fish-out-of-water. He develops a friendship/rivalry with Nolan, usually being in competition for 
the same roles and resulting in hijinks between the two. In spite of his seemingly crass attitude, he is a 
person with a lot of heart once you get to know. 
 
Being back at acting school will hopefully be a humbling experience for him. I doubt that his charm will 
go far with his peers, and AJ is going to have to do a lot more to win over Kirsten’s attention. It’s only a 
uphill climb for here. 
 
 
Nolan 
Nolan is one of the more mild-mannered presences in the studio. A foil to AJ’s better-than-sliced-bread 
temperament, Nolan is modest and isn’t afraid to make fun of himself for his choice of hobby. Like a 
mini-Seinfeld, he is a guy who lives to get people to laugh at all costs with his dry sense of humor. And 
deep down he is also a big nerd who loves comic books, sci fi, and superheroes. Nolan and AJ’s 
“frenemy” relationship is an odd one to define. They can be allies and bros at times, or they can be fierce 
adversaries. It’s usually AJ’s attitude that pushes Nolan to incite running gags against one another as AJ is 
basically asking for it. He also has a bond with Melissa as he also attends public high school and can 
relate to the juggling of extracurriculars and school. 
 
Unlike many of the other students, Nolan also writes and directs short films. He doesn’t necessarily 
believe that professional acting is his dream so much as it is a stepping stone to his career in creating his 
own films. Whether there’s a group project or an audition coming up, Nolan seems to have a chill attitude 
towards anything. He’s not the most popular kid in life, but he’s cool, which makes him the guy that 
everyone wants to be friends with. 
 

THE ADULTS 
(Please Note: These character summaries just focus on the main characters, not necessarily background or 

recurring characters) 
 
Kristen Dunn 
DUNN. DUNN. DUNN. Hard the like, but not impossible the love, Kristen Dunn is the acting coach at 
the studio. She has made big stars out of her studio, many of whom are on major television networks. 
She’s good and she knows it. And if you just pay a pricey fee for each lesson, maybe Dunn will make 
your kid a star. However, unlike the regular no nonsense teacher stereotype, Kristen is one to employ 
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unconventional, even silly exercises to train her pupils. This results in many people questioning her 
teaching methods. Her ego makes her all the more competitive to be the best in the business, yet this can 
cause her be immature and a diva around others.  
 
Despite the fact that she isn’t afraid to tell you that you stink, she cares for her students, always pushing 
them to be the best. Compare her to Simon Cowell, a person who mostly criticizes others, but when she 
does give praise, it’s a big deal. 
 
Is she a joke or really a creative genius? Maybe a little of both… 
 
 
Sharon 
Sharon is the ultimate show mom to Susan. She is Susan’s biggest cheerleader and most loyal advocate 
when it comes to pushing her career. Recently divorced, her life revolves around Susan’s success and the 
acting studio, which she works for as a receptionist and personal aid to Kristen. Dealing with the other 
parents at a prestigious acting school can be tough, but she’s feisty and has got backbone. 
 
One thing you should never do is mess with Mama or her kid. If you do, hell hath no fury like an angry 
show mom. 
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THE EPISODES 
 
1x01 - Pilot 
 
A documentary crew starts to film Kristen Dunn’s Acting For Film Studio. 
 

● The episode focuses mainly on the introduction of the main characters. A documentary crew 
starts interviewing and meeting all of the characters, with each getting used to the fact they will 
always be filmed.  Kristen tries to paint a pretty picture of her studio by bragging about the alum, 
giving them a tour, and giving them a sneak peek at one of her classes. She puts on a show as she 
tries to portray a serious image to the cameras. Realizing that it is not working, she finally shows 
her true personality. 

 
● Melissa is getting used to the cameras. She doesn’t like being followed and has trouble adjusting, 

hiding behind people and eating in her car to get away. When she is forced to lead a lesson, she 
realizes it is time to come into the spotlight and showcase her talent. 

 
● AJ loves the camera, so Nolan decides to tease him and embarrass him for it. Nolan sets up a fake 

gig for AJ, impersonating his agent. As AJ is sent to an empty building, he wants to get even. AJ 
finds embarrassing photos of Nolan and shows them to the documentary crew. 

 
● Sharon and Suzi are all the documentary crew and plan to use it to their advantage. Suzi shows 

her resumes to the camera and Sharon hosts a photoshoot/fashion show of Suzi. Sharon and Suzi 
send out her headshots only to be rejected because Suzi has on “too much makeup” (a callback to 
Suzi’s former pageant days). When Sharon realizes that the documentary will not be making a 
theatrical release and is signed on with a little known studio, Sharon is annoyed and disappointed. 
Suzi says that although the glamour of beauty pageants is nice, she is glad she is at the studio 
because acting is where it is at these days.  
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1x02 - Seminar 
 

A major LA agent is coming into town to scout out talent. Everyone is put on edge to give the 
performance that could be their big break. 
 

● Susan and Melissa pair off together for partner scenes of Helen Keller and Anne Sullivan from 
The Miracle Worker, hoping to demonstrate their skill through the inner monologue and 
physicality or the work. One of their biggest issues with their scenes is the stage fighting, with a 
running gag being that Susan keeps accidentally injuring Melissa with punches, kicks, and slaps. 
When it’s time for the actual seminar, during one of their pivotal scenes in what’s supposed to be 
Susan throwing water on Melissa with a pitcher, she actually hits Melissa right in the nose with it, 
leaving everyone shocked. Despite this, Melissa manages not to break character and receives 
applause from everyone. In the final scene, it is revealed that Melissa’s nose is broken. 

 
● Oh boys. AJ and Nolan are at odds when they both unwittingly choose to perform the same scene 

for the seminar. This causes each of them to try to sabotage the other with food poisoning, 
trashing each other’s scripts, even AJ siphoning gas out of Nolan’s car so he won’t make it to the 
seminar in time. The end result of this duel is both of them doing badly at the seminar. Little did 
they have any idea that Dylan, another boy who happened to perform the same scene is praised by 
Jefferson and is told to be cast in an upcoming film. 

 
● Sharon has to deal with the other obnoxious parents as they try to fight for kids to get a spot in the 

seminar. With only a handful of spots available, Sharon must choose which kids to let in as 
Kristen avoids responsibility of dealing with it herself. Moms bribe her with spa coupons and 
sweet treats. In order to pick, Sharon hosts a makeshift Survivor-style competition between 
parents including a relay race, puzzle, and balance contest. In the end, Sharon realizes that 
although Kristen may the Queen of studio, Sharon herself holds the keys to the kingdom. 

 
● Kristen does her best to impress Steve Jefferson. Wanting to make him feel welcome, she calls 

his secretary and finds out that she has a laundry list of items to accomplish. She cleans the entire 
studio, buys him a gift basket, and uses her own money to book him an expensive hotel. Her 
efforts ultimately fail as near the end of the seminar, Jefferson eats a cookie that contains nuts, 
causing him to go to the hospital. It is revealed that this will be the last time Jefferson comes to 
the studio for a seminar. 
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1x03 - Chuck-E-Cheese 
 
Melissa thinks she is finally getting her chance when she lands a major role. Back at the studio, the 
students take on a lesson in voice over acting. 
 

● Melissa gets a call from her agent that she has booked a major part in a television commercial. 
She readily accepts but is disappointed to find out that it is a singing and dancing role for 
Chuck-E-Cheese. On set, the characters are rude and a bit inappropriate. The crew quickly learns 
that Melissa isn’t the best singer or dancer through the many takes that endure for an entire day. 
When Melissa goes to Chuck-E-Cheese with friends and family for the debut, she finds out that 
her part has been reduced to a only a shot of her that lasts a second. Melissa says that even though 
she wasn’t the star, the joke’s on them because they paid her $500. 

 
● Kristen leads actors in physical exercise to get them warmed up for voice over acting with 

pushups, breathing exercises, and laps around the studio. It makes her realize that she is out of 
shape and needs to diet. She hires a trainer who coaches in many physical exercises (in the 
montage the the Flashdance song “What A Feeling”) and goes on a no carbs no sugar diet where 
her willpower is tested. After only a few days of trying it out, she fires her trainer and ends her 
diet, content that she can put it off till next year. 

 
● Back at the acting studio, the students try to come up with numerous impressions. AJ has a hard 

time coming up with impressions, resulting in him speaking in a Elmo impression for most of the 
week as a dare from Nolan. Nolan proves himself to be a natural, doing a variety of accents and 
impressions of famous characters. 

 
● Kristen calls Susan’s voice “weak”, so Susan goes to great lengths to make her voice strong by 

drinking a gallon of tea a day, doing breathing exercises with her mom, and going to a spa. Her 
strategy seems to backfires when she gets bronchitis and losing her voice. Although she does a 
bad job in taping of her voice overs, when she finally recovers she retries her voice overs and 
finds out that her voice is a lot more stronger. 
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1x04 - Cry Baby Cry 
 
The actors all participate in an emotional recall lesson, where they learn to cry on cue.  
 

● All of the students must cry on cue by creating a monologue of their own that tells of a sad 
experience they had. Although Susan is an expert crier on cue, she realizes that she has never had 
a devastating experience. With AJ, they volunteer at an old folks home and hospice to hear stories 
of some of the elderly folks that live there. While there, they give sponge baths to old people, read 
with them, and feed them. AJ, who has never had any previous volunteer experience, messes up 
at every chance, even mixing up medicine. He gets in trouble and is kicked out, which he uses as 
his anecdote in his emotional recall. While playing bingo, she talks to an old man about his 
experience in the Vietnam War. Suzi ends up stealing and tries to pass off the story as her own in 
her emotional recall. 

 
● Melissa already has a story in mind to use, but soon realizes that the story doesn’t make her cry 

anymore. She stays home and watches sad movies and SPCA commercials all day hoping to find 
something new to make her cry. She ends up on Pinterest looking for methods to make herself 
cry, before deciding not to stoop to that level. Ironically, Suzi ends up using one of those methods 
-- eye drops -- to make herself cry. Out of hope, Mel is ready to fail at this lesson. Right before 
she goes in, she gets a text from her offscreen boyfriend Shane breaking up with her. Although 
happy she aced the lesson, she is heartbroken and can be seen crying after class. AJ, not knowing 
about the breakup, laughs it off and calls her a “showoff”. 

 
● Nolan is having a rough week at Dunn’s studio. To kiss up to Dunn, Nolan offers to babysit 

Dunn’s niece and nephew. Babysitting and trying to practice his emotional recall is hard, 
especially with two spoiled kids, endless Frozen and monopoly, trying to cook Mac-and-Cheese. 
At least he didn’t burn down the house. 

 
● Kristen’s more famous actress sister Amelia is in town to visit. Wanting to prove that her life is as 

cool and grand, Kristen and Sharon take Amelia for a night on the town. Jealousy takes over 
when press spot Amelia in a bar, resulting in them ditching while getting a flat tire in the process. 
Along the side of the highway and leaving their things in the towed car, the three of them try to 
make it back to the studio leading to antics such as peeing in the woods, hitchhiking, and 
eventually falling asleep at a bus stop. Throughout the night Kristen and Amelia finally come to a 
truce with each of them learning that they are jealous of one another. 
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1x05 - Walk The Red Carpet 
 
A former student comes back for the premiere of his hit TV show. 
 

● Melissa’s ex-boyfriend Shane returns back to town for the premiere of his television show Kid 
Lawyer. The entire studio is invited to the premiere where Kristen expects A-list treatment but is 
put in the back row with the nobodies. She tries to speak to and hang around Shane to get 
attention, but Shane consistently avoids her. Kristen ends up sneaking into an after party by 
impersonating a celebrity and is thrown out. By the end of the episode, Kristen realizes that not 
all of her students will appreciate her for her work and takes down Shane’s picture from the Wall 
of Fame. 

 
● Susan and AJ duel in a challenge to meet as many celebrities as possible by taking selfies and 

getting autographs. Suzi meets a famous director and in her awkward way, attempts to talk him 
up. This backfires when AJ, who is also vying for the director’s attention, pushes Suzi into a 
punch bowl, spilling the punch on both Suzi, the director, and Shane. Suzi vows revenge on AJ, 
saying that now he is on her list. 

 
● Melissa, still heartbroken about her breakup, refuses to go the premiere. When she ends up 

attending and sees Shane with his new girlfriend, per Nolan’s idea, they decide to get even. Nolan 
and Melissa use Shane and his girlfriend’s names in order to get into the after party, locking 
Shane out of his own party. Melissa and Nolan then make up to the press an embarrassing story 
about why Shane isn’t there. When Shane finally does make it inside the party to confront them, 
they are saved by the spilling punch bowl, giving them enough time to escape. 

 
● Sharon is left alone at night to manage the studio. During this time, there seems to be something 

paranormal going on. She hears a noise of children crying and investigates, turning out to be 
playbacks of other children’s emotional recall. The lights flicker, she hears footsteps, and ends up 
running out of the building, locking herself out with her cell phone and car keys inside. Not 
willing to walk home alone, she stays there all night until the next morning when Kristen, 
hungover from the premiere arrives to unlock the door. 
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1x06 - School Daze 
 
As a lesson about stereotype characters is happening, AJ attends his first day of school and Suzi struggles 
in community theatre. 
 

● Kristen introduces this week’s lesson about playing stereotypical character. She assigns each 
person a type opposite of their personality. Nolan: the bully, Melissa: the valley girl, Suzi: the shy 
girl, and AJ: the nerd. Nolan has trouble with his character as he has always been known to be a 
comic book nerd and -- with Melissa -- stalks the school bully Jock Jack in the hall. After 
witnessing Jack tease a freshman, Nolan steps in and asserts himself, causing Jock Jack to run off 
and cry. Nolan’s a hero. 

 
● AJ attends his first day of school since moving from Los Angeles. Even though back in California 

he was always the fun, outgoing, life of the party, here he has trouble fitting in. No one talks to 
him except that weird kid who smokes in the back of class. Annoyed by all of the cliques in the 
school, during lunch he announces a walk out, which no one follows. Beside himself, he 
continues to keep quiet and sit by himself until Melissa and Nolan invite him over to the older 
kids table. He’s cool again, which he shows hypocritically by later sitting with the popular kids. 

 
● The local community theatre is performing the play “School Daze”, with Suzi excitedly 

auditioning for a lead role. She is outraged by the fact that she has been made into an extra and a 
techie. Unintentionally, while working backstage she drops a sandbag on the lead, taking her out. 
The part is back up for grabs with Suzi re auditioning against her arch nemesis from her pagaent 
days, Angie Polinski. Her and Angie end up both sharing the role performing on different days. 
The question now is not “who’s better?”, but rather “who did it better?” 

 
● Melissa asks Kristen instead of her parents to come to career day at her school. Kristen strives to 

be the best and decides to step into the spotlight again by performing a scene with a student 
volunteer. As the volunteer messes up during the presentation, Dunn yells at them, resulting in 
her receiving a detention -- which she shares with the weird kid who smokes in the back of class 
(from earlier). At the end of the episode, Melissa picks her up and scolds her like a parent. 
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1x07 - Pucker Up 
 
Oh no. It is the dreaded kissing class. Welcome to Kristen Dunn’s matchmaking mixology mayhem, 
where students share a bit more than scenes. (This is a bottle episode) 
 

● Students enter class early in the morning for the special intensive class Dunn hosts once a month. 
This time, Dunn decides to teach a day and night long class about romantic scenes, assigning 
students a partner to kiss. The kids are absolutely terrified as Kristen leads them in kissing games 
such as pucker up, presenting a wikihow of how to kiss, and showing them unconventional 
methods. 

 
● Sharon is receiving parent complaints in the front office. However, she seems unable to defend 

herself against the yelling and catty mothers. When one of parents criticizes Suzi, Momzilla 
finally strikes. Sharon blows up at the parents, and they finally back down. No longer is Sharon 
just the receptionist for the studio. She proudly names herself the don of the acting studio. Like 
the Godfather, she takes requests from the other moms and isn’t afraid to get her hands dirty to 
wipe out her enemies. 

 
● It’s love triangle time! Because of the odd number of students, Nolan has two girls to deal with in 

his chemistry scenes, Melissa and Allison. They both vie for more time to practice with Nolan 
through bribes such as gift cards, food, and favors. Although Allison has the better offer and 
practices with Nolan more, Melissa and Nolan end up having the better scene. Things are now a 
little awkward between them as both start to hint at romantic feelings for each other and a 
possible relationship in the future. 

 
● AJ has never had his first kiss! Not wanting the actual scene to be the first time he kisses 

someone, AJ resolves for his first kiss to be from his crush at the studio Emma. Suzi and Melissa 
are the ultimate matchmakers and try to set them up. Melissa teaches him to flirt -- which he fails 
at terribly -- and Suzi sets up a game of spin the bottle. Much to AJ and Suzi’s surprise, the plan 
backfires and AJ and Suzi end up kissing! Turns out it was Suzi’s first kiss too. After prodding 
from Melissa, Emma finally kisses AJ, with AJ proudly claiming his ladies man status. 

 

  
 


